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experiments, in part the application of large political
and economic ideals which underlay his criticism, by
whittling them down to meet the broadly-conceived
conditions of actual life, in part the enlargement into
wider social forms of certain practical experiments
which he was engaged in trying upon a small scale on
his own account.

In spite of those brilliant flashes of convincing
realism which he was able to impart into all his pro-
posals, it is easy to see that their author has far too
keen a knowledge of the present possibilities of human
nature to indulge any swift hopes of realisation. The
note of disappointment, often of despair, is sounded
many times, and more frequently than ever in " Fors."
Though progress moves in many of the directions which
Mr. Ruskin's imagination foreshadowed, his ideal society,
as he sorrowfully allows, must rank with Plato's, though
with Plato he likewise insists that for the good man such
ideals are " practical." " In heaven there is laid up a
pattern of such a city: and he who desires may behold
it, and beholding, govern himself accordingly. But
whether there really is, or will be, such an one, is of
no importance to him, for he will act according to the
laws of that city and no other.1'l

1 Republic, ix. 592. had a powerful hold upon his imagination, and
